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Letter from Franklin Delano Roosevelt to Dr William Egleston 
(dated October 11, 1924), explaining the semiology of his 1921 
acute ascending paralysis. Given the lack of original clinical 
records, this letter is of great help for understanding FDR’ s paralytic 
process. Again, in addition to paralysis, he described how “I felt 
thoroughly achy all over […] but all the muscles from the hips down 
were extremely sensitive to the touch and I had to have the knees 
supported by pillows. This condition of extreme discomfort lasted 
about three weeks. I was then moved to a New York hospital, […] but 
the leg muscles remained extremely sensitive and this sensitiveness 
disappeared gradually over a period of 6 months.”

Document taken from Roosevelt Library in Hyde Park, where it is 
stated that this document is in the public domain and can be used 
without further permission.

Source: Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library & Museum 
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